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monarchy can save Russia. Only the monarchy ! Provident
itself points this road for our native country. The embleri!
of the Soviet government is a hammer and sickle, a ' serp'
and a ' molot/ isn't it ? " With the twig Kaparin dre^
the words " serp " and " molot " on the sand, then fixec
his feverishly burning eyes on Gregor's face. " Now read
each of those words backward. You have ? D'you under
stand ? Only ' prestolom,' only ' through the throne ' wil
the revolution and the Bolshevik regime be ended. Do you
know, I was possessed with mystical horror when I discovered
that. IHrembled, for, if you like to put it so, it. is God's
finger pointing to the end of our troubles.1'
Kaparin was silent, panting with agitation. His keen
eyes had a hint of madness in them as he gazed at Gregor,
But Gregor did not tremble at all, and did not feel any
mystical horror as he heard Kaparin's revelation. He had
a more sober and matter-of-fact view of things, and so he
said in answer :                                                                *
fc That's not anybody's finger. Were you at the front:
during the German war ? "
Perplexed by the question, Kaparin did not answer at
once.
" To be frank, why do you ask ? No, I was not actually
at the front."
" Then where  did  you  go  through  the  war ?   At the
rear? "
ft Yes."
" All the time ? "
" Yes. I mean, not all the time, but almost all. But whj
do you ask ? "
" Well, I've been at the front continually from 1
down to the present day, with only a few breaks. And in
regard to your finger. . . . How can it be God's finger, when
God Himself doesn't exist ? I've long since given up
believing that nonsense. Ever since 1915, when I got my
first sight of war, I've been thinking that God doesn'
exist. Not at all ! If He did He would have no right t
allow people to do such things as they do ! We front-Jin
men have got rid of God, we've left Him to the old m
and the women. Let them take comfort in Him. An<
there isn't any finger, and there can't be any monarchy
The people have put an end to that once for all. And thi,